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Abstract

This research aims to identify the impact of the service learning strategy on the academic
achievement of second-year intermediate school students in social studies. To achieve this
objective, the researcher employed an experimental approach. The research population
consisted of second-year intermediate school students in government-run intermediate
schools affiliated with the General Directorate of Education in Najaf Governorate during the
2025-2026 academic year. The research sample comprised (60) students, with (30) students
in the experimental group and (30) students in the control group. The researcher developed
an achievement test consisting of (40) multiple-choice objective items, and its validity and
reliability were confirmed. The researcher used Cronbach's alpha coefficient to ensure the
instrument's reliability. The results indicated that service learning helps improve academic
achievement and enables students to obtain higher grades than previously achieved, due to
the opportunity it provides them to apply the concepts they were exposed to in the classroom.
In light of these findings, the researcher recommends... The researcher employed realistic
teaching and learning methods that connect students to their social reality and current events
in their surroundings to make learning meaningful. She proposed several suggestions,
including conducting an experimental study to determine the effectiveness of service
learning for middle school social studies teachers and its impact on their students'
achievement and acquired skills.

© 2026 Madenat Al-elem University College. Published by JMAUC. This is an open access article.
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