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Abstract

The Harlem Renaissance represented an ambitious cultural project through which African
Anmericans transformed from subjects of history to active participants in its making. Through
the tools of beauty and creativity, it successfully challenged prevailing racist narratives and
began to forge a path for an identity based on pride, roots, and innovation. Despite its elitist
limitations and the impact of the Great Depression, it laid the foundations that permanently
altered how Black people see themselves and how the world views their cultural
contributions, which have become an integral part of the very definition of American culture.

This study examines the role of the Harlem Renaissance (1919-1935) as a pivotal cultural
movement that reshaped the collective identity of African Americans. By analyzing the
historical context and the literary and artistic output, the research traces how creators used
cultural expression to confront racist stereotypes and construct a self-assured and heritage-
connected "New Negro." The study concludes that the Harlem Renaissance, despite internal
and external challenges, succeeded not only in bringing about a radical transformation in
Black self-awareness but also in enriching American culture as a whole, thus paving the way
for subsequent liberation movements.

© 2026 Madenat Al-elem University College. Published by JMAUC. This is an open access article.
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